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THE village of Theddingworth, in the Gartree hundred, lies almost 
due south of Leicester and is some thirteen miles therefrom. It is 
situated on the main road between Market Harborough and Lutter
worth, two miles due east of Husbands Bosworth, which is mid
way between these two market towns. 

Geologically, the village of Theddingworth is built on the 
lower lias formation nestling in the lea of the middle lias outlier 
of Gumley and Laughton, about midway from the main middle 
lias outcrop at Sibbertoft, and is situated on the left bank of the 
river \Velland at an elevation of approximately 430 feet 0 .D. ot 
120 feet lower than that of Laughton and Sibbertoft districts. 

In the year 1846 the population of Thecidingworth was 253-
in 1939 it had risen to 770. 

THE CHURCH 

The Church.- The pleasant rich colouring of the exterior of 
the church, dedicated to All Saints, is due largely to the happy 
admixture of the rich golden brown of the coursed local ironstone 
and the subtle silvery grey of the limestone which is freely inter
spersed. The church is shaded by an immense sycamore tree 
of unusual girth and height. 

In the matriculus of 1220 the church of Theddingworth is 
described as being under the patronage of the Abbot of Leicester. 

As will be seen from the plan which accompanies this brief 
description the church consists of nave, north and south aisles, 
chancel with chapel on either side, western tower and spire, and 
north and south porches. The total length is 99 feet 6 inches and 
the greatest width 49 feet. (See plate No. 1.) 

Stru.ctural History.- So far as the existing evidence shows, 
in its earliest _form the fabric, in the twelfth century, consisted of 
a nave with a narrow north aisle and a chancel with a small chapel 
or transept on its northern side. The first modification of this 
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building was the addition of a narrow south aisle after which the 
solid south wall of the nave was arcaded in the transitional period 
to give access thereto. The external walls of both aisles have been 
rebuilt, but presumably on their original foundations and this 
incident,llly may account for the absence of any intervening but
tresses in these walls. 

The next step was to extend the south aisle eastward at which 
time the chancel was ·extended in the same direction. The 
western tower came next and the core of the lower w:alls may 
incorporate work of the first period, i.e, the twelfth century. The 
final development took place on the north of the chancel when the 
comparatively spacious chapel was built. This was late in the 
sixteenth century. 

Owing to the inadequate window lighting the interior is very 
dark-disappointingly so for visitors who wish to see the many 
interesting features therein. The most striking of these features 
is the north arcade dating back to the 12th century. It might 
safely be assigned to circa 1140. This arcade of five bays is of a 
rather massive construction; it is badly I.a.eking in alignment and 
ill set out, the bases and the abaci being of varying heights above 
the nave floor level. The arches are of one order with square 
arrises and, as will be seen from the accompanying sketches, 
the carved caps, surmounting the cylindrical shafts of 
varying diameters, present an unusual variety of treat
ment. (See plate No. 4.) It would almost seem that this arcade 
originally extended in a westerly direction, for there is no respond 
next the (later) tower (see V. on longitudinal-plate No. 2). 
Two of the shafts stand upon heavy square blocks with simple 
base moulds. Flat bevelled and quirked label moulds, typical of the 
period, are set over the arches, the terminations being in one case 
set upon a small rectangular stone block. (See capital, No. 2-
plate 4.) 

Where the westernmost arch springs from the tower, there 
is evidence of subsidence ·having taken place, presumably when 
the abutment was re-formed late in the fourteenth century. 

Attention is drawn to the circular window in the north 
clerestory. As is well known, tympana frequently existed 
behind the rood, filling in the upper part of the chancel archway 
and thereby excluding any eastward light. 
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This circular window seems to have been devised as an 
expedient for further illumination of the rood loft. 

The writer has been unable to examine the window at close 
q·uarters, and if some of the stonework is modern, it may be stated 
with a degree of certainty, that it replaces tracery of an earlier 
and similar design. 

Consecration crosses will be found on the aisle side of the 
two westernmost shafts. 

Readers may recall the Norman north arcade at Halla ton 
dealt with in Tr<ainsactions, Vol. XIII, pt. I, but the details of 
this place the work at a decade or two later than that at 
Theddingworth. 

The South Arcade. This consists of four bays, each of the 
three piers being formed of four engaged cylindrical shafts, the 
caps and bases following the outline of the shafts. The arches 
are semicircular but somewhat depressed, especially the western
most, and consist of two double chamfered orders. The label 
moulds are of simple 13th century type, small bosses occurring 
at the intersection of these labels above the abaci. 

The base moulds do not quite conform to the "water" type 
but cling to earlier characteristics. 

That the builders of this south arcade had further projects 
in view seems to be shewn by the disposition of the eastern respond 
and the way it is set back into the chancel arch wall.--See R. on 
plan. Presumably, a widening of the chancel and a new chancel 
arch, to be built eastwards of its present line, was in contem
plation. This would appear to be the only feasible explanation. 

In connection with this nave Professor A. Hamilton Thomp
son points out in his Ground plwn of the English Parish Church 
that here-at Th~ddingworth-the wider spacing of the arcade 
arches-four bays on the south as agaitist five on the north
although giving a one-sided effect, enhances the merits of the 
earlier arcade by the introduction of more and necessary light. 

Visitors to this church who are familiar with that of Gretton, 
N orthants, will draw interesting comparisons in the design of the 
arcades. They will remember that irt the latter church both 
arcades are of 12th century elate and, as in this case (Theclding-
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worth), the north arcade is of earlier date, but Gretton does 
not display any of the pronounced 13th century character in its 
south arcade met with at Theddingworth. 

Both of the clerestories are of late fourteenth or early 
fifteenth century date and are probably more or less coeval with 
the western tower. 

The pitch of the modern nave roof, by Scott, is steeper than 
that of its predecessor. 

There is abundant evidence to indicate the character of the 
seating before restoration.. Happily, one or two of the 15th 
century bench ends still remain, and many of the traceried panels 
have been preserved tinder the reconditioning scheme of 1858. 
The positions of some of these are indicated on the accompanying 
plan as given on plate No. 1. 

Part of the cylindrical font, almost featureless, is probably of 
Norman date. It is adorned with an exceedingly beautifully 
wrought lofty pinnacled and canopied oak font cover with hinged 
doors, the interior being enriched by the addition of carved figures. 
This fine specimen of G. F. Bodley's skill, given in memory of 
John and Mary Sutherland in 1893, has its parallel in a similar but 
Larger construction at Brant Broughton church near Lincoln. 
Bodley's font cover replaces the gothic canopy of wood, painted 
blue, mentioned by Nichols in his History of Leicestershire. 

The marble pulpit is said to have been brought from Venice 
in the year 1858. 

The tower consists of three stages, surmounted by an elegant 
slender spire whose broaches are just discernible above the em
battled tower parapets. On each of the faces of the uppermost 
stage is a two--lig'ht window divided by a transome, the jambs 
having shallow hollow moulds and above the labels are relieving 
arches of ironstone. On the eastern face of the tower a doorway 
gives access to the roof leads. The western door' of the tower 
was blocked up in the year 1846. 

The Chancel. The 12th cent~ry opening with semi-circular 
arch and simply-moulded respond caps is the most prominent 
feature of the Chancel. In Nichols' time this archway was filled 
in with oaken balustrades and door. On the south side is a 
piscina which has undergone alteration. The lower sandstone 
portion is original work-the upper part, including the arch of 
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limestone, is modern. The pierced sedilia, neatly detailed as it is, 
has the effect of lighting up the south chapel. Other work by 
Scott in the year 1858 is the altar and reredos. 

North Chapel. This is also known as the Hothorpe chapel 
and contains two important monuments, -viz: that, mainly of 
alabaster, to members of the Villiers family on the north wall 
belonging to the first years of the seventeenth century and, oppo
site thereto on the south wall of this chapel, another mural 
monument, circa 1655, perpetuating the memory of members of 
the Bathurst family. These are illustrated in Nichols' History. 

The steps which lead to the former rood gallery, especially 
the upper ones, owing to their steepness and irregularity must 
have been a precarious means of access for the musicians! See 
"F" on plan. The chapel contains a "dug out" chest. 

The organ by Snetzler, dated 1754, is very similar to the one 
at Swithland church (1765). The painted decorations were later 
added by the industry of the then Vicar, the Reverend Canon 
Sutton. It may be recalled that Snetzler came to this country 
in the year 1710 and other organs built by him include a fonner 
one at St. Martin's, Leicester, now the cathedral, and the Blick
ling Hall, Norfolk, specimen, dated 1762. 

The south chapel, known as the Vicar's chapel, contains a 
vigorously designed memorial to Dr. Griffith Davis who gave the 
church plate. 

The north porch consists of oak framing and filling. This 
was erected during the alterations by Scott previously referred to 
and is reminiscent of an earlier specimen at Marston Trussell, 
some one and a half miles away. 

Attention may be called to fragments of external label 
mouldings of thirteenth century date re-used in much later 
windows, more ,especially visible on the external face of the south 
aisle wall, where, in places, owing to their segmental shape, they 
ill fit their present positions. Nevertheless, they help to form an 
epitome of the periodical development of this church during the 
many centuries of its existence. 

Small remains of the chancel. rood screen, with original 
colouring, are to be seen on the face of the chancel arch. 

Ancient Glass. No ancient glass exists in the church. 

Registers. These date from the 17th century. 
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Churchyard. The Churchyard by being raised above the 
adjoining road assists in giving a rather better elevation to the 
fabric generally. The principal entrance is by means of a Lych 
gate erected by vV. Stewart Sutherland. Incised Swithland 
slate headstones of a good type, with excellent clean-cut lettering 
and spacing, justify careful inspection and form memorials to a 
splendid indigenous craft . 

The following notes relating to the bells are taken from a 
memo. by Ernest Morris of Leicester, dated February, 1928: -

1. "PRAISE THE LORD 1595" 

This bell is presumed to have been cast in Leicester. 

2. "CELORUM CHRSTE PLATIAT TIBI SONNUS ISTE EPEL" 

(Be Christ _the King of Heaven pleased when this sound 
is given). 

By Hugh Watts, of Leicester, whose shield (bearing three 
bells and a crown) it bears. Hugh Watts was Mayor of Leicester 
in 1633. 

3. " ... S ... PE .. . TRE" 

Bears the shield of T. Newcombe, bell founder of Leicester, 
the date circa 1563. 

4. "NOS SUMUS CONSTRUCT! AD LAUDEM DOMIN! LAUDATE 

ILL UM CYMBALIS SONORIS A.D. 1757". 

(We are cast to the Glory of God-Praise Him on the loud 
cymbal). 

This bell was cast by Eayre of Kettering. 

5. LAUS DEO. CAST A.D. 1873. RECAST A.D. 1903. 
MEARS AND STAINBANK, LONDON. 

This formerly bore" J. TAYLOR AND co, LOUGHBOROUGH, 1873. 
LAUS DEO". 

The tenor is 45 inches in diameter and weighs 14 cwt. 1 qr. 
20 lbs. 
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A mural brass in the tower is inscribed as follows : -

All Saints Church, THEDDINGWORTH. 

THIS TABI,ET HAS BEEN PLACED HERE BY THE 

PARISHIONERS IN GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

OF THE GENEROSITY OF 

W. STEWART SUTHERLAND, ESQ. 

IN DEFRA YING THE ENTIRE COST OF RECASTING THE 

TENOR BELL AND REMOUNTING THE WHOLE PEAL. 

January 1904. 

This abridged account of the church is based on more com
prehensive notes used by the author when the Society visited 
Lubenham, Theddingworth and Marston Trussell in June 1935. 
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